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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YOHO. Madam Speaker, I rise in
honor of Law Enforcement Apprecia-
tion Day to show my support and ut-
most respect for peace officers across
the Nation.

Sadly, last year, we lost over 100 law
enforcement officers in the line of
duty. Of that number, three came from
my hometown. I am reminded today of
the continued sacrifice these officers
make and the dangers they face day
after day and night after night.

It is important that we always show
our appreciation for those who work
tirelessly to keep us safe. A lesson
could be learned from them on service.
They serve people, communities, and a
nation, not political ideologies.

This selfless service is both phys-
ically and mentally demanding on offi-
cers and their families. So, today, we
honor not only those who serve but
those who serve alongside them.

Law enforcement officers deserve our
utmost respect and recognition today
and every day. Please join me in
thanking these brave men and women
for their sacrifices and service to our
country and our communities.

CONGRATULATING DAN DAVIDSON,
ORANGE COUNTY’'S FOOTBALL
COACH OF THE YEAR

(Mr. CORREA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Western High
School championship-winning football
coach Dan Davidson on being named
Orange County’s Football Coach of the
Year. Coach Davidson led the Western
High School Pioneers to the first-ever
CIF championship.

Coach Davidson built a winning team
of hardworking young men—inner city
kids, average athletes—and made them
believe in themselves and hard work.

Do you know what? They won CIF
this year in Orange County.

I want to congratulate Coach David-
son because not only did he create and
build a football team of winners, but he
also changed the lives of many stu-
dents in central Orange County.

Coach Davidson, congratulations. All
of us in Orange County are proud of
you. Keep up the good work.

————
THE PRESIDENT’S SPEECH

(Mr. GROTHMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to discuss the speech the
President gave last night. I was dis-
turbed to see that some people, in deal-
ing with the crisis, including a leader
on the other side of the aisle, said that
some people felt that a wall would be
immoral. There are people on late-
night talk shows saying we don’t have
a crisis here.
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I am going to point out that 90 per-
cent of the heroin that comes in this
country, that kills over tens of thou-
sands of people every year in this coun-
try, comes across the border. I don’t
see how anybody could be so insensi-
tive as to say that is not a crisis and
not something we have to deal with at
this time.

In the last 10 years in Texas alone,
they have arrested over 2,900 people
who they believe commit homicide who
have come across the border. How in
the world is it not a crisis when 2,900
people—that is almost as many people
who died in the Twin Towers—are
killed by people who are in this coun-
try illegally? It is completely under-
mining our immigration law.

————

NATIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
DAY

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, I
rise tonight in recognition of National
Law Enforcement Day.

Our officers who hit the streets on
behalf of our safety, we need to show
them appreciation, and I do. We also
need to give them better tools and bet-
ter laws that make their job easier, be-
cause it is, indeed, at the end of the
day, us who they are protecting.

We have things happen in California,
like we saw with the tragedy, due to
lack of control of our borders, with Of-
ficer Singh, who unfortunately had to
give his life unnecessarily. These trag-
edies need to end.

On this day, as we recognize them,
the thin blue line between us as citi-
zens and the harm that could be
brought to us is greatly appreciated.

For those who are always out there
and every day get up, kiss their fami-
lies good-bye, and, hopefully, return
home at the end of that day safe as
they have kept us safe, we honor them.
We ask for God’s blessings for safety
and to return home each day intact as
they keep our communities intact.

We need to do a better job of hon-
oring them by giving them the tools,
the laws, and the secure borders that
would help them accomplish that.

———————

SHUTDOWN AFFECTING FEDERAL
WORKERS

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today for our veterans
and government employees out of work
due to the Trump shutdown. On day
one, House Democrats took steps to re-
store certainty to people’s lives by
passing a complete funding package to
reopen the government.

Now we are preparing further action
to reopen government, so that we can
meet the needs of the American people,
protect our borders, and respect our
workers.

H349

In fact, one of my constituents who
works for the IRS and specializes in
helping hurricane victims told me that
he and his wife, who is also a Federal
employee, both are affected by the
shutdown, and they cannot pay this
month’s mortgage and their other bills.

Madam Speaker, he worked 12 hours
a day in the aftermath of Hurricane
Michael. He was there for the people of
Georgia. It is past time we reopen the
government and be there for our Fed-
eral workers.

————
0 1730

YEAR-END REPORT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. STE-
VENS). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 3, 2019, the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. FORTEN-
BERRY) is recognized for 60 minutes as
the designee of the minority leader.

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Madam Speak-
er, there is a twofold goal being sought
by many of us right now, and it is this:
to keep the government fully open and
to secure our border.

No one wins in a government shut-
down. No one wins if the border is not
safe. We ought to be able to rise above
the momentary difficulty, whether it is
a negotiation between the Senate and
the House, the President and the
House, the President and the Senate,
and get to those mutually compatible
goals of fully funding an operational
government, as well as ensuring that
Americans are safe and that we have
the right type of assistance to our bor-
der personnel, the right type of bar-
riers, the right type of technology, the
right type of preventative measures to
protect us all, and create the condi-
tions in which America can have a
truly just and humanitarian response
to those in need. That is what is at
issue this moment.

With that said, Madam Speaker,
though, I think it is important that, as
we are at the beginning of a new Con-
gress, as we were all sworn in last
week, as this Chamber was filled with
Members’ children and Members’ fami-
lies coming from such extraordinarily
diverse backgrounds, it was a
celebratory atmosphere. It always
tends to be that way, and then we get
into the hard, hard work of governing.

As President Kennedy once said, to
govern is to choose wisely, and in a so-
ciety divided by deep cultural and phil-
osophical difficulties, that actually
manifests itself here in the people’s
House.

It is incumbent upon those of us who
have been given this awesome responsi-
bility to govern to undertake the awe-
some responsibility of deciding to gov-
ern well, to carry forth that spirit of
the swearing in day with our families
here, and that oath of office, where
there is a common narrative around
who we are as a people and where we
should go as a Nation, reaching back to
our most honored-in-time traditions
and projecting them forward so Amer-
ica can have confidence that we have
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